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UNCLASSIFIED 


THE  PRESS:  But  you  said  it  can  liQ  simply  a reflection 

of  something  on  the  ground. 

CAPTAIN  JAMES:  Wall,  an  object  on  the  ground  is 

actually  something  bock  to  the  reflection  by,  a curved  path, 

* 

THE  PRESS:  I see.  • 

♦ 

THE  PRESS:  In  other  vorde,  it  doesn't  have  to  be 

in  the  air. 

4 * 

CAPTAIN  JAMES:  That*e  correct. 

THE  PRESS:  In  the  arou  cpverod^  by  tlie  sweep  on 

the  radar? 

CAPTAIN  JAMES:  It  has  to  be  in  the  area -covered  by 

the  radar  set.  It  has  to  bo  within  the  range. 

THE  PRESS:  But  not  in  the  air. 

CAPTMN  JAMES;  But  not  in  the  air. 

THE  PRESS:  Wh'it  sort,  of  ground  targets  give  these 
reflections? 

CAPTAIN  JAMES:  -It  depcrxds  on  the  amount  of  temperature 
inversion  and  the  size  and  shape  of  the  ground  objects. 

TIE  PRESS:  Wou3.d  this  reflection  account  for 

simultaneous  radar  sightings  and  visual  sightings  whicli 
appear  to  coincide  on  the  basis  of  convorsationfl  between 
the  radar  operator  and  the  observer  outside? 

CiiPTAIN  J/J-IES:  There  is  son©  possibility  of  that 

due  to  the  o.ame  effects. 

THE  PRESS;  Why  would  these  temperature  Invoroions 
change  location  so  rapidly  or  travel? 

CAPTAIN  JAIES:  Well,  actually,  if  can  be  the 

appearance  or  disappearance  of  different  g’round  targets 
giving  the  appearance  of  oomothing.  moving  when,  actually, 
the  different  objects  arc-  stioiding  still. 

THE  PRESS:  Would  those  pseudo-blips  cause  anj* 
dlffloultlos  in' combat  at  all? 


^ * 
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Cx\fTAIK  JAMBS:  Not  to  people  that  understand  vhnt’s 

going  on.  They  do  cause  difficulty. 


THE  FHKS;  Then  the  experienced  operators  really 
can  tell  the  difference  between  -- 


CAPTAIN  JAMES:  That's  correct. 


THE  PRESS:  How  about  the  CAA  men? 

CAPTAIN  JA?-^BS:  I don't  Imow, 

THE  IRESS:  Would  the  disappearance  or  reappearance 

of  these  blips  be  accounted  for  by  the  movement  of  a cloud 
bonk  that  reflected  a grrund  target? 

CAPTAIN  JAMES:  Well,  actually,  it's  not  a cloud 
bank.  It's  a teraperatxa*e  inversion  of  the  atmosphere,  Tou 
see,  if  warm  air  comes  in  over  a cool  area,  you  have  a 
temperature  inversion  and  the  atmosphere  can  be  perfectly 
clear,  and  still  the  rays  will  be  bent. 

THE  PRESS:  Would  that  account  for  the  fact  that 

these  images  disappeared  and  reappeared  on  these  screens 
recently?  : 

CAPTAIN  JAMES:  ' I'm  not  positive  about  that.  There's 
a possibility. 

THE  TRESS;  Captain,  was  there  temperature  inversion 
in  this  area  last  Saturday  night? 

CAPTAIN  JAMES:  There  was. 

THE  PRESS;  And  the  Saturday  night  preceding? 

CAPTAIN  JAMES:  I'm  not  sure  about  the  one  preceding, 

but  there  was  last  Saturday  night . 

THE  PRESS:  Was  there  one  last  night? 

CAPTAIN  J^JffiS;  I don't  know. 

THE  PRESS;  Captain,  did  ?-ny  two  sets  in  this  area 
get  a fix  on  these  so-called  saucers  around  here? 

CAPTAIN  JAMES;  The  information  we  have  isn't  good 
enough  to  determine  that. 


THE  PRESS:  You  don’t  knov  whether  Andrews  Field 

and  Washington  National  Airport  actually  got  a trlangulatlon 
on  :'.nythlng? 

CAPTAIN  Jj\ME9:  ^ You  see,  the  records  made  and  kept 
aren't  accurate  enou^  to  t;le  thfit  In  that  close, 

THE  PRESS:  Vhat  Is  the  possibility  of  these  being 
other  than  phenotnena? 

MAJOR  OENER>\L  S.\MFCBDJ  Well,  I'd  like  to  maybe 
relieve  Captain  James  Just  a t\lh'ite.  Your  question  is  what? 

4,4*  4 

THE  PRESS:'  What  Is  the  possibility  of  these  sightings 
being  other  thfoi  optical  or  atmosplv^rlc  paenomena?  In  other 
words,  what  is  the  posclbllity  of  th’olr  being  guided  missiles 
launched  from  some  other  couiitry,  for  example? 

M\jaR  GENEBM  SAMFOP?:  Well,  If  you  could  select 

out  of  this  mass  any  partlcul-  r one  or  two  and  start  working 
on  them  and  say,  "What  Is  t*in  possibility  of  th^m  being 
these  thirds?"  Then  you  cuma  to  Jn.’  p'o^nt  and  say  this  one 
Is  reported  to  have  dine  thills  w-^ct  require  for  It  to  do 
those  things  either  one  of  two  coniitiohe,  absolute  m’’‘.xlmum 
power  or  no  mass.  If  th^s  ls‘  a thii-g  In  terms  cf  a guided 
missile,  it  does  these  SAiings  that  liavc  been  measured  and 
reported.  It  c:in  do  these  -^hlngs  if  there  is  theoretically 
no  limit  to  the  power  Involved  and  there  Is  theoretically  no 
mass  Involved,  That's',  one  of  the  conditions  that  would  say, 
well,  if  someone  solved. cmie  of  those  problems,  this  could 
then  be  explained  as  one_  if  tnose  te.*.*:'.^s.  You  find  another 
one  and  It  has  --It  j'jst  develops  :rno  no  other  purpose  or 
no  other  pa^’tem  that  ceijld  be  nsscciatod  with  them,  a' missile. 
Those  which  we  ulght  Idar.-cify  as  being  missile?  will  be  tracked. 
They'll  have  a track ^to  develop  sot exnlng  that  people  can  put 
a measiarement  to.  I'doh'^  know  wheth>jr  that  answers  the 
question.  It  satisfies  Jome  of  It,  but  maybe  not  all  of  It. 

Yes? 


THE  ^B9S:  Have  there  been  any  such  Instances  so 

far  In  which  you  had  Infora-itlon  that  Indicated  that  either 
of  these  two  conditions  were  fulfilled? 

■MAJOR  GBKSRi\L  SAMFGRD:  Absolute,  no  mass? 

. * 

THE  IEE3S:  No  limit  to  the  power. 
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M.\JOR  eONERAL  SAMFCK®:  Tou  k»rw,  vhrt  "no  mass" 

raehns  is  that  there’s  nothing  there!  (Lau^ter) . 

* 

THE  PRESS-;  How  about  the  power? 

MAJOR  OSaJERAL  SAMFOHl'.:  In  terms  of  earthly  weights 

' and  earthly  value  * 

THE  PRESS;  Tes, 

MAJC3R  OEITERAL  SAMFCSD:  And  unlimited  power  --  that 

means  power  of  such  fantastic  higher  limits  that  it  Is  a 
theoretical  unlimited  --  It’s  not  anything  that  we  con  under- 
stand. It's  like  my  trying  to  understand  — I want  to  be  care- 
ful because  I was  golr.g  to  say  a million  dollars,  but  I can't 
understand  a hundred!  It’s  one  of  those  questions  of  tmlimltod 
power  that  Just  gets  beyor.d  your  comprehension  that  has  to  be 
used  to  meet  this . 

THE  PRESS:  General,  do  you  have  finy  tentative  con- 

clusion or  even  a trend  towards  a belief  of  what  these  local 
radar  blips  are?  There's  been  talk  that  you  did  have  the 
heat  Inversions  those  nights,  /vre  you  all  inclined  to  believe 
that's  what  thfit  is? 

M/\JOR  CENER/iL  SAMFORI);  I think  that  we're  learning 
progressively  more  and  more  about  the  radar  md  that  these 
lnst?inces  very  likely  are  maybe  good  observatiors  that  the 
radar  can  make  of  something  but  not  likely  to  be  observations 
of  the  things  that  the  radar  was  deslgped  to  observe  (laxjghter). 
Wow,  (laughter)  --  all  right.  Now,  lot's  say  --  we  don't  know 
much  about  --  rjrt  I’ll  be  getting  far  afield  technically  -- 
we  don't  know  much  about  the  Northern  Lights.  We’d  like  to  be 
able  to  measure  that  a little  bit  better.  That  is  the  kind  of 
thought  I was  trying  to  express  by  saying  radar  was  Intended 
to  observe  aircraft  for  control  of  aircraft  ajid  to  deal  with 
aircraft.  Now,  you  may  have  scientific  advantages  for  observa- 
tion that  It  wasn't  intended  for. 

I wonder  If  you'd  speak  to  ny  point  on  that, 

Captain  James,  whether  I've  gotten  too  far  afield  on  somethlrig 
I don't  know  .anything  about. 

CAPTAIN  JAMES:  Yes,  sir;  that’s  quite  true.  We 

find  that  sometimes  the  radar  set  will  bo-  formed  In  a manner 
not  desirable  and  due  to  the  fact  that  it  doesn't  happen  every 
day  everyone  isn't  familiar  with  those  characteristics  and  It 
sometimes  turns  out  to  be  a mystery. 
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THE  PRESS:  Well,  getting  buck,  if  I may  follow  It 

up,  on  these  local  radar  observations,  then  you  come  to  the 
tentative  conclusion  that  they're  physical  phenomena?  Would 
you  say  that? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORP:  I think  so,  yes. 

THE  PRESS:  Hov  is  it  ve  haven't  had  them  before? 

THE  PRESS:  Well,  that's  what  I was  going  to  get  to. 

What's  the  history  of  this  thing?  Radar  operators  In  the  past, 
when  you  Inquire  of  them^  have  they  seen  similar  lights  in  the 
past  and  because  they  never  bothered  to  associate  them  with 
flying  saucers  they've  never  gotten  In  the  newspapers? 

MAJOR  GENER/VL  Si\MF0PP:  Oh,  they  have  associated 

them  in  the  past  with  things  that  were  thought  desirable  to 
intercept,  I said  a minute  ago  we've  intercepted  flocks  of 
ducks  and  similar  things.  There's  some  history  of  the  lack 
of  identification  of  friendly  aircraft  which  causes  a lot  of 
unnecessary  Interceptions  in  some  parts  of  the  world,  being 
mixed  up  with  a lot  of  this  sort  of  thing  too  in  which  we 've 
had  many  interceptions  that  went  out  and  identified  a friendly 
that  should  have  been  established  by  some  other  method,  but 
mixed  up  with  those  there 've  been  many  of  these  attempts  to 
identify  an  unknown  that  fizzled  out  in  the  same  way  that  the 
current  ones  have  fizzled  out. 

THE  IRESS:  In  other  words,  it  is  not  a rare  phenomenon, 

this  thing  that  happened  Saturday  night  end  the  Saturday  before 
that? 

MAJOR  GENER^M  SAMF0R3:  It  is  not  a rare  phenomenon. 

THE  IRESSj  It’s  not  rare,  and  it  occurs  often  enotigh 
so  that  you  do  have  a history,  and. radar  experts  have  been 
trying  to  find  out  what  causes  them;  is  that  right? 

M<\JOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD;  That  is  correct.  Yes,  sir. 

TEE  PRESS:  General  Samford,  has  the  Air  Force 

conducted  any  independent  research  through  universities  or 
through  the  radar  people,  the  Gllflllen  people  or  whoever? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD:  Yes,  sir.  We  have  a number 

of  available  consultants,  seme  contracts  that  have  been 
initiated,  some  of  them  that  are  being  thought  of,  but,  again. 


I think  I'd  like  to  go  back  to  the  point  of  the  profit  In 
this  thing  perhaps  being  a measurement  first,  an  adequate 
measurenent  that  can  go  to  science,  Beports  of  the  same 
kind  tbit  we've  been  getting  except  for  this  additional 
mechanical  asset  or  opportamlty  called  the  radar  have  been 
going  on  since  the  Bible  times,  Nov,  the  radar  gives  "n 
additional  opportunity  to  observe  something  about  that,  but 
it  still  doesn't  measure  It  with  the  kind  of  precision  that  is 
needed  to  put  It  Into  analysis, 

THE  PRESS:  Are  you  getting  something  to  do  that? 

MAJOR  GENERPJ,  S/iMFOPP:  We  have  some  hope  with  a 

camera  that  has  on  the  front  of  It  a --  will  you  describe  what 
that  -- 


CAPTAIN  J;\^ 


It  has  a de-fractlon  grid. 


MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFCSD:  Yes,  a de-fractlon  grid  on 

the  front  of  It  that  will  be  useful  against  lights  because 
through  that  de-fractlon  you'll  be  able  to  say,  from  what 
substance  was  this  light  mde?  What  g'ises  were  burning?  Was 
it  gas?  W?.s  it  incandescence?  and  so  forth.  Now,  those 
cameras  — the  lens  is  about  a $15  Item,  or  this  grid  is, 
and  the  camera  Is  about  a $15  Item.  We  have  on  order  a small 
qur.ntlty,  two  hxaidred  plus  of  those.  We  hope  to  be  able  to 
distribute  those  Into  the  hands  of  people  who  might  have 
opportimity.  How,  with  the  great  diversity  of  people  who 
report  It's  not  too  easy  to  put  your  finger  on  who  has  the 
highest  opportunity  to  report,  into  whose  hands  such  a device 
should  go,  but  we  thlnJt  we  may  learn  who  might  be  the  most 
optimum  reporters . A great  volume  of  these  cameras  to  scatter 
around  to  try  through  the  shotgun  approach  to  get  reports 
doesn't  look  like  too  valmble  a project  but  that  is  one  way 
of  trying  to  measure  what  these  lights  are. 


THE  PRESS:  For  what  purpose  — they  have  had 

similar  gadgets  before,  I ne^ui,  to  taeaaure  or  to  determine 
the  origin  of  what  generates  the  light,  la  this  a new  type? 


CAPTAIN  j;vMES:  The  grid  is. 

I'UJCJB  GEN3R/\L  SAMFCRD:  It's  not  new  except  that  It 

hasn't  been  aimed  specifically  at  these  Items  or  focused  on 
these  items  as  far  as  we  know. 


. THE  raESS:  General,  the  Captain  mentioned  a moment 

ago  or  had  the  thou{^t  that  when  there  Is  temperature  Inversion 
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• the  men  know  who  are  observing  radar.  Is  it  all  right  to  ask 
if  the  Air  Force  thinks  that  these  objects  the  other  night 
were  a result  of  temperature  inversion? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAhFORD;  Well,  I'll  answer  that  first, 
try  to,  and  then  ask  Captain  James  for  an  opinion.  I don't 
think  that  we  -are  quite  sure  that  the  Menzol  theory  of  temper- 
ature Inversion  or  that  scientists  are  sure  that  that  is  a good 
theory.  It’s  supported  by  some  people.  Other  people  who  have 
equal  competence,  it  would  appear,  discredit  it.  So  the  gamble 
as  to  whether  that  la  the  cause  or  not  is  about  a fifty-fifty 
proposition.  It's  appealing.  It  does  satisfy  certain  concerns. 
Is  that  a fair  statement  or  answer  to  that  question? 

CAPTAIN  JAMBS:  Sir,  the  Menzel  theory  applies  m.alnly 

to  light  rays , 

MAJOR  GENERAL  S/JiFORD:  Yes. 

CAPTAIN  JAMES:  - In  regard  to  the  temperature  Invernlon 
effect  on  radar  waves  that  .is  fairly  well  established, 

THE  PRESS:  There's  no  doubt  about  the  latter,  is 

there? 

CAPTAIN  JAMES;  That’s  right. 

THE  PRESS:  That's  been  established. 

THE  TRESS:  And  it  was  not  -- 

CAPTAIN  JAMES:  We  don't  have  sufficient  information 

to  say  definitely  that  that  was  the  cause. 

• • 

THE  IRE3S:  You  said  an  experienced  radar  operator 

could  tell  the  difference. 

CAPTAIN  JAMES:  I would  say  so, 

THE  PRESS:  Wasn't  there  a naval  battle  during  the 

war  in  which  there  was  a great  engagement  fought  against  an 
inversion  of  radar? 

CAPTAIN  J/\MES:  I understand  that  happened. 

THE  PRESS:  You  had  two  experts  over  there  last 

Saturday  night.  Major  Foiutiet  'Uid  Lieutenant  Holcomb,  who 
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descrlbed  themselves  as  radar  technicians  and  Intelligence 
officers.  What  was  tholr  opinion? 


MAJCfF  GENERAL  SAMFOI®:  May  I try  to  make  another 

answer  and  ask  for  support  or  negation,  on  the  quality  of  the 
radar  operator.  I personally  don't  feel  that  Is  necessarily 
associated  with  quality  of  radar  operators  because  radar 
operators  of  great  qufillty  are  going  to  be  confused  by  the 
things  which  now  appear  tmd  may  appear  in  a radar.  The 
ability  to  use  the  radar  for  the  thing  it  was  designed  for 
Is,  I believe,  dependent  upon  the  thing  that  they  see  doing 
a normal  act.  If  it  does  a normal  act,  then  It  becomes 
identified  as  the  thing  thiit  they  thbu^t  it  was  and  then  it 
pulls  Itself  along  through  this  mass  of  indication  and  they 
say,  "That  one  has  normal  processes."  I think  th:it  a 
description  of  a GCA  landing  has  some  bearing  on  thr-t  in  which 
to  get  associated  with  the  GCA  you  have  to  make  a certain 
number  of  queries  and  do'  a certain  number  of  things  and  then 
you  become  identified  through  the  fact  that  you  obey.  Other 
things  that  are  in  there  don't  obey.  If  you  obey,  then  you 
have  on  Identity  and  you  can  then  be  followed  with  precision. 

So  I wouldn't  like  to  Svay  that  this  Is  a function  of  in/’dequate 
radar  operations.  I think  It's  a thing  that  can  happen  to  any 
radar  operator.  If  he  sees  something  In  there  and  says, 

"That  one  Is  neither  behaving  nor  any  other  normal  pattern." 
What  Is  It?  Curiosity  stimulus,  any  other  kind  of  stltaulus 
can  result  In  overemphasis  at  any  particular  tine  on  any 
radarscope.  'These  recently  appear  to  have  been  much  more 
solid  returns  than  are  ordinarily  classifiable  by  the  argu- 
ments that  I have  J\ist  given. 


Would  you  address  yourself  to  what  I've  Just 


THE  PRESS:  Yes.  What  do  the  experts  think? 

was  the  question. 


said? 

That 


MAJOR  GENERAL  S/iMFOBL:  The  experts? 

THE  PRESS;  The  ones  that  saw  it  lust  Saturday  night. 
What  did  they  report  to  you? 

4 

THE  I5ESS;  Two  of  them  saw  it  In  -- 
THE  PRESS:  What  did  they  say?  • 


■ MAJOR  GENSR/vL  SAMFORD:  They  said  they  made  good 

returns . 
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THE  PEEJ5S:  Tld  they  draw  any  conclusion  as  to  what 

they  were,  whether  they  were  clouds? 

I-IAJOB  GENERAL  SAMFORT;  They  made  good  returns  and 
they  think  that  they  ought  to  he  followed  up. 

THE  HIESS:  But  now  you  come  to  the  general  belief 

that  It  was  some  either  .heat 'Inversions  or  some  rther  phenomena 
without  substance. 

MAJOR  GENER^'iL  SA^Bi'QRD:  The  phrase  "without  substance 

bothers  me  a little, 

THE  HIESS:  Well,  could  you  -- 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORT:  — say  what  we  do  think? 

THE  PRESS:  Yes. 

MAJOR  GENERAL  S.XMFORT:  I think  that  the  highest 

probability  is  that  these  are  phenomena  associated  with  the 
Intellectual  and  scientific  interests  that  we  are  on  the  road 
to  learn  more  about  but  that  there  Is  nothing  In  them  that  Is 
associated  with  material  or  vehicles  or  missiles  that  are 
directed  against  the  United  States . 

THE  PRESS:  General,  you  said  that  --  can  you  stop 

tha.t  short  of  the  United  States,  sir,  or  the  menace  to  the 
Unltdd  States? 

4 

mjm  GENERAL  SAMFCRD:  I’m  sorry  - 

THE  PRESS:  Can  you  scop  that  statement  short  of 

your  menace  to  the  United  States? 

MAJOR  GENERiU  SAMFORD:  Well,  that  was  the  --  I 

think  that  is  the  part  that  I believed.  Now,  what  was  It 
that  I would  have  said  otherwise? 

THE  PRESS;  Well,  you  said  were  not  associated 
with  vehicles  -- 

THE  PRESS;  Materials. 

THE  PRESS:  Missiles. 

THE  PRESS;  Period.^ 
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TIIE  raESS:  Mr'.teflal,  vehicles,  and  missiles  directed 

against  the  United  otatos . 

THE  IBESS!  The  question  whether  these  are  hostile 
or  not  makes  very  little  difference.  Whet  we're  trying  to  get 
at  Is  are  you  eliminating  excluding  from  any  consideration  a 
missile,  a vehicle,  or  any  other  materlt;!  object  that  might 
be  flying  through  the  air  other  than  sound  or  light  or  some 
other  Intangible? 

■ TEE  FTIESS,:  Somebody  from  this  planet  or  some  other 

planet  violating  our  air  space.  (Laughter) 

GENERAL  SAMF&sr':  The  astronomers  are  our  best 

advisers,  of  course,  in  this  business  of  visitors  from  else- 
where. The  astronomers  photograph  the  sky  continuously  per- 
haps with  the  most  adequate  photography  in  existence  find  the 
complete  absence  of  things  which  would  have  to  be  In  their 
appearance  for  many  days  rijid  months  to  come  from  somewhere 
else.  It  doesn't  cause  them  to  have  any  enthusiasm  whatsoever 
In  thinking  about  this  other  side  of  It. 

THE  IRSSS:  Have  aiiy  astronomical  laboratories  re- 

ported any  sightings  whatsoever  or  any  astronomers? 

MAJCa  GEICRAL  S/^ORU;  I don't  rec.-.ll.  Capt'in 
Ruppelt,  do  you  know  whether  we've  had  reports  from  astronomical 
laboratories  or  observatories? 

CAPTAIN  RUPPELT:  No,  sir.  None  have  ever  had  any 

real  bearing. 

THE  PRESS:  General,  does  that  — the  kind  of  In- 

volved explanation  you  Just  gave  us  — does  that  apply  to  the 
recent  Washington  sightings  or  upon  your  observations  over  the 
past  years  since  based  on  all  your  experience  with  it? 

MAJOR  GSIIHRAL  S.-'iMFQRD:  Well,  our  reaction  to  the 

recent  Washington  sightings  Is  related  to  the  past  experience 
in  terms  of  — we  have  dealt  with  radar  blips  before. 

* 

THE  PRESS:  General,  if  these  were  vehicles  or 

materials  of  our  own  making,  they  woxzldn't  be  a menace  to 
the  United  States.  Do  you  exclude  thati' 


MAJOR  GENERAL  S/iMF0R3:  I'd  exclude  that,  definitely. 
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MR.  SCHOOLEY:  Ladles  and  gentlemen,  let  me  remind 

the  military  that,  while  they  ore  welcome  hero,  this  Is  a 
■press  conference  raid  let's  he  sure  that  the  press  is  all 
sooted  before  the  conference  begins. 

Let  me  introduce  General  Samford,  Air  Force  Director 
of  Intelligence,  and  General  Ramey,  Director  of  Operations. 
General  Samford. 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD:  I think  the  plan  is  to  have 

very  brief  opening  remarks  and  then  ask  for  such  questions  as 
you  may  w?mt  to  put  to  us  for  discussion  and  answer.  In  so 
far  as  opening  remarks  is  concerned,  I Just  wont  to  state  our 
reason  for  concern  about  this.. 

The  Air  Force  feels  a very  definite  obligation  to 
identify  and  analyze  things  that  happen  in  the  air  that  may 
have  in  them  menace  to  the  United  States  and,  because  of  that 
feeling  of  obligation  and  owr  pursuit  of  that  Interest,  since 
1947^  we  have  an  activity  that  was  known  one  time  os  Project 
Saucer  and  now,  as  part  of  another  more  stable  and  integrated 
organization,  have  xmdertaken  to  analyze  between  a thousand 
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THE  PRESS:  General,  let's  make  it  clear  now  you 

are  excluding  --  if  you'll  affirm  that  --  you  are  excluding 
vehicles,  missiles,  and  other  tangible  objects  flying  through 
space.  Including  the  subhuman  bodies  from  other  planets. 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD:  In  my  mind,  yes, 

THE  PRESS:  /j^hlng  material  --  would  that  be  a 

clear  statement? 

MfiJOR  GENEH/iL  S/iMFORD:  When  you  deal  with  a scien- 

tific man,  nuiybe  he  might  quarrel  with  you  by  what  is  the  real 
meaning  of  "material."  With  njy  limited  knowledge  of  material 
I would  say  yes.  In  my  own  view  the  thing  Is  excluded  as 
being  a material  evidence. 

THE  raESS:  In  other  words.  General,  If  you  remove 

the  EEI  from  that  statement,  It  could  apply  to  any  missile, 
material,  or  object  that  Is  In  the  air,  regardless  of  irtiether 
It's  a menace  to  the  United  States  or  not? 

M<\JOn  GENER/tL  Si^MFORD:  Well,  yes. 

THE  PRESS:  In  other  words.  It  Just  Isn't  there. 

M-vJOH  GENERAL  SAMFORD:  I believe  that,  that  there 

Is  no  — well,  now,  that  Is  a little  bit  In  error  because  e 
minute  ago  I suld  birds  do  these  things.  Now,  a bird  has 
substance,  you  see.  I don't  want  to  go  out  and  say  that  these 
things  are  reflections  of  nothing.  If  they're  reflections 
from  the  ground  up  In  the  air,  they're  reflections  of  something. 
That's  why  the  thought  of  saying  that  this  thing  satisfies  us 
In  having  no  real  pattern  other  than  that  of  phenomena. 

* 4 

THE  PRESS:  General,  you  said  there'd  never  been  a 

simultaneous  radar  fix  oh  one  of  these  things . 

NtiJOR  GENERAL  S/J^FCKD;  I don't  think  I wanted  to 

say  that . 

THE  PRESS;  You  didn't  mean  to  say  It? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  S*\MFC3RD:  I taeant  to  say  thcat,  when 

you  talk  about  simultaneously,  somebody  will  say,  "Was  it  on 
1203  hours,  24j  seconds?"  and  I den't  know. 

THE  PRESS;  Well,  I'd  like  to  point  out  this  fact 
thai  the  officer  In  charge  of  the  radar  station  at  /jidrews 
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Fleld  told  me  that  on  the  mornlns  of  J^lly  20th,  which  was  a 
week  from  last  Saturday,  he  picked  up  an  object  three  miles 
north  of  Blverdale  and  he  was  In  Intercom  communication  with 
CAh.  and  they  exchanged  information  and  CAA  also  had  a blip 
three  miles  north  of  Blverdale  and  on  both  radars  the  same 
blip  remained  for  about  thirty  seconds  and  simultaneously 
disappeared  from  both  sets.  Now  -- 


MAJOK  GENEB/J.  SAMFOBDs  Well,  their  definition  of 
slmxiltoneous,  yes.  But  some  people  won't  be  satisfied  that 
that  is  simultaneously. 


THE  roESS:  Well,  it  Is  pretty  damned  simultaneous 

(laughter)  for  all  ptirposes.  It  is  satisfied  by  the  Inversion 
theory,  Captain. 


MAJCfB  GEIIER/»L  S^iMFOE®;  Well,  I'm  talking  about  the 
split-second  people  who  wont  to  say  you've  got  to  prove  now 
that  this  happened  at  such-and-such  a time  and  they'll  say 
your  observations  are  delayed  by  half  a second;  therefore, 
you  can't  say  it  was  simultaneous. 


THE  PREGS:  And  does  your  inversion  theory  explain 

away  that  situation? 


CAPTAIN  J/tW 


It  possibly  could,  yes 


THE  TBEGS:  It  possibly  could,  but  could  it? 

CAPTAIN  J/iKBS:  We  don't  have  the  details. 

THE  PRESS:  Is  there  any  reason  why  it  couldn't 

THE  PRESS:  General,  can  we  get  this  clarified? 

MAJOR  GENERi-X  S/JiFOra):  I believe  -•  I'm  trying  to 

let  this  gentleman  ask  a question.  Excuse  me. 


THE  PRESS:  Isn't  it  true,  sir,  that  these  show  a 

definite  grouping,  the  sightings  around  atomic  bomb  plants  or 
areas?  Doesn't  your  map  at  Wright  Field  show  that? 


M/'lJQR  GEKER/’X  SAMFORD:  I find  no  more  pattern  in 

this  dispersal  of  sightings  than  I do  in  a radar  screen.  You 
can  perhaps  take  distribution  of  sightings  -ind  say  that  you 
arrange  it  this  way  and  you  take  this  group  during  this  period 
and  that  gives  you  a dispersal  that  may  have  some  significance 
in  it.  But  I’d  like  to  have  Captain  Ruppelt  develop'fchat 


because  he  probably  knows  more  about  irtiat  has  been  done  to 
try  to  plot  these  things  rjid  say,  "Does  that  have  any  meaning?" 

I am  not  satisfied  that  any  effort  we've  made  toward  a dispersal 
pattern  has  as  yet  developed  one. shred  of  evidence  or  meaning. 
Would  you  correct  toe  or  speak  to  that  point? 

CAPTAIN  EUPPELT:'  We've  plotted  these  things  out  on 
a map  and  they  do  come  out  grouped  around  some  of  the  atomic 
installations  in  the  country.  However,  there's  one  point, 
you  don't  know,  maybe  the  people  in  that  area  are  a little 
more  Jumpy  and,  if  they  see  a meteor,  they'll  report  it  in 
to  the  guards.  If  some  farmer,  out  in  the  middle  of  Iowa  saw 
a meteor,  he'd  Just  forget  about  it.  Now,  that  is  one  pos- 
sibility that  we  can't  ellnlmite.-  A lot  of  the  sightings 
that  occurred  around  these  atomic  installations  have  turned 
out  to  be  balloons,  etc,,  but  it  may  be  that  the  story  has 
gone  out  that  those  are  vital  areas  and  more  people  are  re- 
porting. We  don't  know. 


THE  iPESS;  What  percentage  of  your  unexplainable 
ones  that  you've  got  are  around  there? 

CAPTAIN  BUPPELT:  A few  of  them. 

TEE  PRESS > Is  it  the  same  pattern? 


.CAPTAIN  RUPPELT:'  I. wouldn't  say  that  every  sighting 
around  an  atomic  Installation  is  unexplained.  There's  really 
no  — I don't  quite  follow^you.  . 

THE  PRESS:  His  question  is  what  percentage  of  the 
unexplainable  percentage  of  the  sightings  are  grouped  around 
atomic  energy  -- 


CAPTAIN  RUPPELT:  We've. never  broken  it  down. 

THE  IB3SS:  Is  it  uniform  to  the  general  percent’iges? 

CAPTAIN  RUPPELT:  It  followed  the  general  percentages 

In  other  words,  if  twenty  per  cent  of  the  sittings  are  un- 
explained, twenty  per  cent  of  the  sightings  around  Los  Alamos 
are  -- 

THE  PRESS:  Itooxplalned. 

CAPTAIN  RUPPELT:  --  unexplained;  right. 


THE  PRESS:  What  percentage  of  these  have  come  from 

technical  men  1^  science  at  these  Installations? 
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CAFTATN  BUPFBLT:  It  varies  vlth  the  type  of  people. 

In  other  words,  at  Los  Alamos  most  of  the  people  are  fairly 
technical  people.  However,  you  run  the  guards  in  a place  like 
that.  Now,  that  may  he  another  factor.  All  those  installations 
have  guards  that  stay  out  twenty-four  hours  a day  and  those 
people  are  in  a iptter  position  to  observe  than  other  people. 

THE  PRESS:  'Have  many  of  the  scientists  though,  for 
Instance  at  Los  Alamos,  the  scientists  or  technical  people, 
reported  these  things? 

CAPTAIN  RUPPSLT:  Yes;  they  have.  We  have  reports 

from  very  high  technical  people . 

h * 

THE  PRESS:  If  your  reports,  some  of  then,  come  from 

these  technical  people,  what  type  of  information  would  the 
Air  Force  like  to  have? 

CAPTAIN  RUPPSLT:  The  Air  Force  would  like  to  have  -- 

can  I answer,  sir? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  S/XMEORTi  Go  ahead, 

CAPTAIN  RUPPELT:  The  Air  Force  would  like  to  have 

Q size,  speed  and  altitude  and  what-have-you  on  these  things, 

TEE  PRESS:  Number  of  men  inside  it?  (Laughter) 

THE  H?SSS:  In  view  of  practicalities  what  would  an 

ordinary  citizen  do  if  he  saw  one?  Would  you  be  interested  in 
his  Information?  What  can  he  do  to  help  you? 

CAPTAIN  RUPPSLT:  Actually,  we  are  very  much  interested. 

However,  there  isn't  much  we  can  do  with  their  information. 

It's  possible  that  you  might  get  a series  of  sightings*  In 
other  words,  if  you  get  everybody  up  and  down  the  East  Coast 
looking,  you  might  be  able  to  plot  a ground  track  from  it, 
but  the  information  we  get  from  the  general  public  or  from 
a scientist  --  there's  no  difference.  In  other  words,  well, 
let's  take  a meteor-like  object,  for  example.  If  you're  out 
some  night  and  see  a meteor,  what  con  you  tell  me  aliout  that 
meteor?  You  don't  even  know  in  which  direction  it  was  going. 
Actually,  it  looked  to  you  maybe  like  it  was  going  across  the 
sky  from  east  to  west,  but  you're  not  sure.  You're  Just  looking 
at  a horizontal  projection  of  that  meteor.  And  a scientist 
the  same  way.  Just  becP-use  he's  a scientist  doesn't  mean  he's 
got  better  eyes. 
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THE  PRESS;  What  about  a report,  for  example,  about 
one  week  ago  from  an  engineer  who  sighted  six  or  seven  who 
followed  a definite  pattern  and  then  all  turned  in  the  same 
direction  and  went  straight  up  at  an  estimated  speed  — I 
forget  what  he  said  It  was « 

CAPTAIN  BUPPBLT;  I couldn't  pick  that  one  o\ib  from 
the  mass  emd  size  --  I 'm ‘n^t’ familiar  with  that  one. 

THE  PRESS;  Have  you  investigated  these  so-called 
saucers  here  in  Washington? 

THE  PRESS;  The  ones  we've  been  seeing  here  on  radar 

screens . 

CAITAIN  RUPPELT;  We've  got  the  data  on  them. 

THE  IRESS;  Have  you  Investigated  them  yourself? 

CAPTAIN  RUPPELT:  Well,  what  do  you  mean  by  that, 
now  — gone  out  and  personally  talked  to  all  these  people? 

THE  PRESS:  lea. 

CAPTAIN  RUPPELT;  No;  I haven't. 

THE  PRESS;  Has  anybody' from  the  Air  Porce  talked 

to  Harry  Barnes,  who's  the  Senior  Controller  in  the  CAA  radar? 

« 

CAPTAIN  RUPPELT;  We  have  a report  from  the  CAA 
Controller. 

THE  PRESS;  But  nobody's  interviewed  him? 

CAPTAIN  RUPPELT;  I couldn't  tell  you  that. 

THE  IRESS;  General,  you  started  to  say  you  wanted 
certain  means  of  measuring  these  things  and  you  mentioned 
this  camera.  Were  you  going  to  name  others  or  la  that  the 
only  thing  you  have  In  mind  as  a possible  way  of  Identifying 
and  measuring  these  phenomena? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFOED:  Mr.  Griff Ing  Is  here  from 

the  Electronics  Section.  Would  you  address  yourself  to  that, 
Mr.  Griff  ing?  *' 

ME.  GRIFFING;  I didn't  hear  the  question, 


} ^ 
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THE  PRESS:  The  question  vas  ve'd  ask  what  --  the 

General  had  said  the  {greatest  need  now  vas  tc  get  some  way 
of  measuring  these  reports  In  terms  that  you  can  turn  them 
over  to  a scientist  and  I asked  him  what  Was  he  seeking  in 
that  way,  what  he  was  getting.  He  mentioned  this  camera, 

I connected  the  question  with  seme  way  of  measuring  the  gases 
and  lights . i asked  him  were  there  other  things  than  that 
that  he  might  mention  that  they're  now  ordering  or  prociorlng 
for  that  p\jrpooe. 

MR.  GBIFFING:  The  reffaofclon' camera  should  tell 

whether  lt*s  an  incandescent  source  or  whether  it's  lllumlnous 
gas.  Well,  that  would  immediately  tell  whether  it  vas  a 
meteor  or  reflection  of  a headlight,  a mirage  theory  and  it 
might  also  identify  what  kind  of  gases. 

THE  PRESS:  What  other  than  this  camera?  Are  there 

any  other  tools  that  you're  seeking  now? 

MR.  GRIFFING:  There  is  another  proposal  which  also 

uses  de-fraction  grating,  Which  is  a continuously  operating 
Schmidt  telescope,  and  that  will  give  a continuous  record  over 
the  night . 

THE  PRESS:  What’s  this? 

THE  PRESS:  That’s  a telescope  to  photograph  the 

entire  heaven  in  one  whole  pictured 

MB.  GRIFFINO:  Yes,  sir. 

THE  PRESS;  Would  you  repeat  that?  What  is  this 
Schmidt  telescope? 

CAPTAIN  JAMES:  It’s  a type  of  tolesc'^pe. 

THE  IRBSS:  What  type  of  telescope  are  you  talking 

about,  Mr,  Griff Ing? 

» * 

MR,  GRIFFING:  The  Schmidt,  S-c-h-m-i-d-t,  telescope 

is  an  optical  system  that  has  a wide  apertxare.  That  is,  you 
can  have  a wide  range  or  aperture,  in  this  case,  about  I50 
degrees,  or  nearer  the  whole  hemisphere  can  be  photographed 
in  one  plate  and  you  can  have  a ccntinml  record  of  what 
happens  in  the  sky  at  night,  meteor  trails  '^r  vhat-have-you 
and  make  a photographic  record. 


TEE  PRESS:  Where  is  this  )jelng  used? 
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MR.  SRITFINO:  This  la  ei  flew  development,  fhls 

particular  one,  hut  there  have  been  ones  similar  to  this  In 
Tise  in  many  observatories.  Palomnr  has  a Schmidt  telescope. 

THE  PRESS;  Are  you  ordering  a number  of  those  for 

placing  around  the  country?  . 

• . 

MR.  ORIITING;  That  is  a possibility, 

4 

THE  PRESS:  Is  that  a movie-camera  type? 

MR.  GRIFFING;  Not  exactly.  The  plate  Is  exp^ped 
for  ten  minutes  and  then  Is  replaced  with  another  plate  and 
then  so  on  through  the  night.  IJiat^ls,  one  can  expose  a 
photographic  plate  for  ten  minutes  without  overexposure.  In 
fact,  a longer  time,  but  a continual  record  will  be  made..  Any 
motion  that  con  be  indicated  with  a time  exposure  c;in  be  found 
with  considerable  accuracy. 

THE  PRESS;  Poes  the  Air  Force  have  access  to  any  of 
those  right  now? 

MR.  GRIFFING;'  That  particular  thing  is  no't  in  pro- 
duction yet-. 

s ♦ 

THE  PRESS:  How  much  does  It  cost? 


MR.  GRIFFING:  Shall  I go  into  It,  General? 

I ■ • 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAftFCfRP:  Well,  go  ahead. 


MR.  GRIFFING;  The  eo?t  will  be  between  three  and 
five  thousand  dollars  apiece. 


THE  IRESS;  General,  has  .there  been  any  indication 
that  any  of  these  radar  sittings  have  been  made  by  electronic 
co\aatermeasures  being  used  by  U.  S.  Strategic  Air  Command 
bombers  practicing? 


MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMF(^P: . No;  they  haven't.  We've 
Investigated  that  and  come  up  negative. 

THE  IRESS:  ' Is  that  Schmidt  camera  teloscoi>e  the 
only  one,  astronomical  telescope  that's  capable  of  >elng  used 
on  a project  like  this? 


MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFOED;  Probably  not 
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f MB.  GBIFFINO:  It*s  the  only  •ne,  but  It  is  the 

most  praciiial  telescopic  method.  Any  telescope  can  be  used 
but  the  probability  of  getting  a flying  object  Is  very  remete. 
Because  It  has  such  a-wide  aperture, It  makes  It  more  useful. 

THE  HlESSs  Well,  ere  you  planning  any  other  measure- 
ment tools  other  than  this  camera  and  telescope? 

MR.  GRIFTINO:  Well,  of  cfurse,  the  difficulty  Is  If 
we  have  a hlgh-pcwered  Instrument,  we  can't  guarantee  that  they’ll 
Intercept  flying  objects  so  there  are  other  simple  measurements 
ithat  can  be  made  with  trained  personnel.  There  are  measure- 
ments of  time.  One  can-  time,  the  appearance  and  disappearance 
with  his  own  watch  and  then  check  hia  watch.  Accurate  measure- 
ments of  time  are  one  thing  and  simple  measurements  of  angle 
can  be  made  by  trained  people  with  very  crude  apparatus,  and 
they  can  tell  whether  an  object  ,1s  one  mile  or  fifty  miles  high. 

THE  BRBSS:  Haven’t  we  already  had  come  trained 

personnel,  so-called  trained  personnel,  who  timed  these 
appearances? 

MR.  GBIFFINO:  There  perhaps  have  --  Captain  Buppclt 

can  answer  that.  The  point.  Is  In  any  of  these  operations  there 
have  to  be  two  simultaneous  observers  to  get  altitude.  You 
can't  use  ene  observation,  and  it  may  be  that  two  simultaneous 
observations  have  not  been  In  the  reports. 

THE  PBKS:  General  -- 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORT:  I think  that  the  gentleman 

here  has  been  waiting  quite  awhile  with  a question,  If  you 
don't  mind.  ' 

4 

THE  PRESS:  General,  you  mentioned  that  eight  per 

cent  of  the  repofta  come  from  airline  pilots.  Some  of  these 
men  have,  as  much  as  twenty  years'  flying  time,  twenty  years' 
experience  in  flying.  What's  the  reaction  of  the  Air  Force 
to  creditable  observers  like  that  who  give  you  a detailed 
description? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFQRl:  It's  very  high.  We  react 

to  them  as  saying  this  Is  an  Important  item. 

4 

THE  H?ESS:  lo  you  classify  that,  some  of  those 

things,  as  phenomena? 
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MAJOR  GENERAL  .SAMTORD:  Well,  vhat  else  can  ve  call 

It?  His  terms  of  the  statement  about  it  are  not  placeable  In 
anything  else  as  phenomena,  1 have  one  that  a friend  of  mine 
who  Is  an  Air  Force  officer  reported  from  the  Middle  East.  He 
said,  't  thought  tlvit  my  mental  processes  were  adequate  to  avoid 
seeing  these  things,  but  I did  see  something  that  didn't  belong 
there."  He  was  no  more  able  to  put  a precise  measurement  on 
It  although  he  had  competent  witnesses.  He's  a creditable 
observer.  We're  not  trying  to  discredit  the  observers.  That's 
the  reason  that  I said  that  we  have  many  reports  from  creditable 
observers  of  Incredible  thlxigs.  They  also  say  they're  In- 
credible. 

THE  PRESS;  Are  these  phenomena  capable  of  change  of 
direction  and  speed  such  as  has  been  reported? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  3AMFQRD:  There  Is  nothing  else  known 

In  the  world  that  can  do  those  things  except  phenomenal  (Laughter) 

THE  PRESS:  General,  while  we're  In  this  mass  of 

areas  for  a minute,  suppose  some  superlntelllgent  creature 
had  come  up  with  a- solution  to  the  theoretical  problem  of 
levitation,  would  that  not'  be-  massless  In  our  observatlwis 
either  by  radar  or  by  sight?  Ho  gravity.. 

Tffil  PRESS:  A balloon  has  no  gravity  but  its  rate 

of  movement  is  distinctly  limited. 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORP;  Well,  I don't  know  whether 
I can  give  any  answer  to  that,  sir,  that  makes  any  sense 
because  I'm  not  a metaphysician.  I think,  probably,  just  to 
return  to  saying  that  --  we  believe  most  of  this  can  be  under- 
stood gradually  by  the  human  mind, 

THE  PRESS:.  So  fur  as  we  know,  have  any  of  these 
manifestations  been  reported  over  Russia  or  any  of  the 
satellites? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORT:  Weil,  we  don't  know  If  there 

have  been  any  reported  over  there,  no. 

THE  PRESS:  General  Samford  or  perhaps  General  Ramey, 

you  have  described  fighters  «^ver  the  District  hero  In  the  last 
few  weeks . Is  there  any  kind  of  a policy  as  far  as  the  rest  of 
the  country  of  the  Air  Defense  Command  on  such  sightings? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD:  I would  like  General  Ramey 

to  speak  to  that,  If  he  will,  please. 


MAJOR  GENERAL  RAMEY:  There's  no  special  policy  as 

a result  of  those  reports.  We  have  a stondurd  operating  pro- 
cedure that  would  call  for  on  Investigation  of  reports  that 
can  be  tracked  on  a reasonable  assurance  of  some  sort  of 
Intercept  or  scoe  direction  to  (Inaudlhle).  Those  Instruc- 
tions are  standard,  however,  and  are  not  especially  caused 
by  this . 

THE  ERESS:  General,  Is  It  true  that  there  was  a 

two-hour  delay  between  the  sighting' of  these  objects  last 
Saturday  night  and  the  dispatch  of  the  jets  from  New  Castle? 

MAJC5F  GENERAL  RAMEY:  Yes;  that  is  true  because 

there  was  never  a track  established.  As  soon  as  a track  was 
established  to  tell  the  airplane  the  direction  to  go  In  and 
the  authenticity  of  the  thing  was  established,  then  the  pilots 
got  off.  As  long  as  there's  a sporadic  report  with  no  Identi- 
fication, no  t-raok  established,  there's  no  use  In  sending  a 
very  short-r'Uige  short-field-duratlon  Interceptor  in  the  nlr 
because  he  wouldn't  know  where  to  go  or  what  to  do. 

THE  H?ESS;  In  other'words,  It  was  the  decision  of 
the  operations  officer  that  occasioned  the  delay  and  not  any 
error  in  tronscilsslon  of  the  alert. 

MAJOR  GENERAL  RAMEY:  That’s  correct;  yes,  sir. 

THE  PRESS:  General,  it's  been  rumored  that  the 

Air  Force  has  been  picking  u^  blips  of  this  sort  for  quite 
awhile  but  waited  until  civilian  radar  picked  It  up,  1^5 
that  true? 

MAJCfR  GENERAL  SAMFORD:  I think  I mentioned  earlier 

our  past  experience  In  dealing  with  these  things  in  many  areas 
where  we  have  had,  ah,  hundreds  of  fruitless  Intercept  efforts 
in  response  to  radar  blips.  It's  not  new  with  us  at  all, 

THE  PRESS;  But  of  the  same  caliber  as  recently  as 
the  past  couple  of  weeks,  I mfean,  the  same,  caliber  blips.  I 
think  we've  all  heard  about  this  blip,  but  Is  that  the  thing 
that  you  sighted  before  in  the  past  by  the  Air  Force?  That's 
what  I wanted  to  ask. 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD:  Well,  I can  only  say  that  I 

feel  fairly  sure  that  they  were  the  same  or  reasonably  the 
same.  No  two  blips  on  a radar  are  alike. 

THE  IRESS:  Have  these  been  better,  clearer,  bigger? 


nnl  two  thoiasaad  reports  dealing  with  this  area.  And  out  of 
that  mass  of  reports  that  we*ve  received  we've  heen  able  to 
take  things  which  were  originally  unidentified  and  dispose  of 
them  to  our  satisfaction  in  terms  of  bulk  where  we  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  these  things  were  either  friendly  aircraft 
erroneo\^ly  recognized  or  reported,  hoaxes,  quite  a few  of 
those,  electronic  and  meteorological  phenomenona  of  one  sort 
or  another,  light  aberrations,  and  many  other  things. 

However,  there  have  remained  a percentage  of  this 
total,  in  the  order  of  twenty  per  cent  of  the  reports,  that 
have  come  from  credible  observers  of  relatively  incredible 
things.  And  because  of  those  things  not  being  possible  for 
us  to  move  along  and  associate  with  the  kind  of  things  th/it 
we've  found  can  be  associated  with  the  bulk  of  these  reports, 
we  keep  ©n  being  concerned  about  thorn. 

However,  I'd  like  to  say  that  the  difficulty  with 
disposing  of  these  reports  is  largely  based  upon  the  It.ck  of 
any  standard  measurement  or  any  ability  to  measure  these  things 
which  have  been  reported  briefly  by  some,  more  elaborately  by 
others,  but  with  no  measuring  devices  that  cjji  convert  the 
thing  or  the  idea  or  the  phenomenon  Into  snmething  that  becomes 
manageable  as  material  for  any  kind  of  analysis  that  we  know. 

We  take  some  of  these  things  and  we  try  to  get  the  best  pro- 
fessional advice,  if  we  can,  from  them,  p.bout  them,  and  wo 're 
in  much  the  same  position  of  trying  to  bring  to  the  good  honest 
workmen  of  sclenc^i  a piece  of  material  that  has  no  utility 
because  it  doesn't  have  the  kind  of  meusuremonts  on  it  that  he 
can  use.  And,  as  a consequence,  be  has  to  reject  these  things 
and  say,  "Until  you  can  bring  me  something  more  substantial 
than  that,  I can't  make  any  progress," 

So  oxir  need,  really,  is  to  get  the  raeas\zrGment  value 
on  these  and,  in  the  interim,  lacking  sufficient  measure  of 
these  things  to  make  them  amenable  to  real  analysis,  we  hr.ve 
to  say  that  our  real  Interest  in  this  project  is  not  one  of 
Intellectual  curiosity  but  Is  In  trying  to  establish  and 
appraise  the  possibility  of  a menace  to  the  ttolted  States, 

And  w«  can  say,  as  of  new,  that  there  has  been  no  pattern  that 
reveals  anj’thliig  remotely  like  purpose  or  remotely  like  con- 
sistency that  we  can  in  any  way  associate  with  any  menace  to 
the  United  States . 


Now,  we  do  want  to  continue  in  the  interests  of 
intellectual  curiosity  or  the  contributions  be  made  to 
scientific  measurements,  but  our  main  Interest  is  going  to 
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MAJCR  GENERAL  SAMFORT:  I wouldn't  s&y  bettor  or 

clearer.  These  ore  good  returns.  Other  peox^lo  hi-.ve  snld, 

"These  are  good  returns . " 

THE  PRE.'iS:  General  Samford;  to  clear  that  point  up, 

I think  Captain  Janes  indicated  earlier  in  this  reference  to 
temperature  Inversion  you  now  say  that  these  are  good  returns. 

Con  you  get  good  returns  on  this  temperature  inversion  reflection? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  S,\MFGRT:  Yes. 

THE  PRESS:  Can  you  get  a return  that's  ns  sharp  as 

the  ones  you  get  off  of  an  aircraft? 

THE  FRESS : That’j  moves . 

THE  PRESS:  Captain  Janes  said  they  were  sharper, 

larger,  awhile  ago. 

CAPTAIN  JAFiBS:  I said  it  depended  upon  the  target. 

THE  PRESS:  I'm  referring  to  thqse  seen  Saturday 

night.  Were  those  good  returns?  Could  the  good  returns  h'.ive 
been  caused  by  this  reflection  against  this  heat  (inaudible)? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD:  We  think  so.  We  think  that 

that  is  probable . 

THE  PRESS:  General,  do  y^u  think  that's  probably 

what  they  were? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD:  My  own  mind  is  satisfied 

with  that,  but  my  obligation  to  learn  more  is  not.  My  own 
mind  is  satisfied  with  that  explanation. 

THE  IRBSS:  General,  if  after  six  years  of  studj’lng 

those  things  you're  now  convinced  tjiat  they  do  not  constitute 
a threat  to  the  safety  of  the  country,  is  the  Air  Force  thinking 
about  turning  this  over  to  some  other  scientific  investigating 
body  or  something? 

MAJOR  GEI^’BRAL  SAIiFCRD:  Well,  I think  that  we  would 

want  to  move  into  it  with  them  rather  than  to  say  turn  it  over. 

THE  PRESS:  Is  there  any  thought  of  that,  bringing 

in  other  governmental  scientific  bodies  perhaps? 


MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFCED:  Yes. 


p 


THE  I®ESS:  Have  you  any  program  along  that  line? 

You  spoke  In  the  beginning  that  you  wanted  the  methods  of 
measuring  things.  You  mentioned  two  or  three  little  things 
like  the  possibility  of  buying  some  cameras  and  telescopes. 

Is  there  a program  being  set  up  to  go  about  this  scientifically, 
and  what  other  organization  are  ;you  thinking  of  bringing  In  on  it? 

M/iJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD:  I believe  that  Colonel  Bower 

of  the  Technical  Analysis  ilvlslon  at  Dayton  Is  here.  Are  you 
here,  Bower? 

COLONEL  BOWER:  Yes,  sir. 

4 

MAJCR  GENERAL  SAMFOBl:  Would  you  address  yourself 

to  that  point,  please? 

• 

COLONEL  BOWER:  Our  Idea  oh  that  is  to  Implement  our 

present  study  wlth'lnstr^aaents  wherever  possible,  as  Mr.  Oriffing 
mentioned,  the  refraction  grld.?amera  and  other  plclnips  that  we 

might  get. 

* 

THE  HIESS:  How  many  of  these  telescopes  have  been 

ordered,  the  Schmidt  telescope? 

COLONEL  BCWER^  The  Schmidt  telescopes  are  not  on 
order  by  us . The  refraction  grid  camera  is  an  item  which  we 
are  -- 

THE  PRESS:  Is  the  Schmidt  telescope  project  an 

Air  Force  project  or  — . 

MR.  GRIFFING:  Yes..  Yes,  sir. 

« • 

% 

MAJOR  GSI7ERAL'  SAMFORTJ  I think  the  point  that  the 
gentleman  over  here  wanted  to  have . answered  Is  con  you  explain 
from  memory  the  kind  %f  structure  that  I know  that  you  have  In 
ATIO  for,  well,  I've  seen  It  somewhere  In  ray  memory  that  you 
have  this  step  and  this  step  and  this,  step. 

COLONEL  BOWER:  We  have  several  steps  In  analyses 

and  that  might  explalh  to  you  me  reason  why  we  cannot  give 
you  an  Instantaneous  clnswer.  I mean  this  requires  a study 
Just  like  any  technical  problem.  First  of  all,  we  need  tech- 
nical data.  Our  first  step  Is  to  collect  the  data  and  check 
It  against  other  Identified  objects  such  as  balloons.  If  air- 
craft or  missiles  or  such  things  as  meteors  are  following 
that,  and  it  comes  back  and  we  make  an  analysis  of  It  within 
our  own  groups.  We  have  specialists  In  our  own  organizations, 
people  on  electrodynamics,  physics,  geophysics,  end  various 
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other  speclnrtles  that  would  fit  Into  this.  Following  that, 

If  If  la  necessary,  we  will  send  It  to  consi:»ltants  cr 
specialists  In  the  field.  Your  mention  of  a contractor  -- 
we  are  considering  that  with  the  Idea,  if  Ire  can't  come  out 
with  ah  answer,  of  giving  It  to  a ccaitractor  to  study  It. 

Tluit  won't  he  a short-time  Job. 

THE  raBSS:  Are  you  taking  a new  approach  in  this 

whole  thing? 

s 

. COLONEL  BOWER:  I woxad  say  Implementing  the  past 

approach. 

THE  TRESS: •’Going  at  It  more  systematically. 

COLONEL  BCWER;  Yes.  I think  that's  the  thing  to 
stress.  In  r lot  rf  these  things  you  cfn't  get  technical 
data  and  without  technical  data  you  can't  get  q technical 
answer  very  well. 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SiWORP:  Maybe  I have  a thought 

that  night  help  In  answering  that  problem.  Whon  we  started 
to  say  this 'Is  on  obligation  we  must  learn  more  about,  we 
thought  initially  that  we  could  learn  something  from  volume 
of  reports.  We  say  . we  w-ant  all  the  reports  we  can  get  and 
then  see  that  through  that  volume  cuiybe  we  can  make  a pattern. 

I think  we're  beginning  to  believe  now  that  the  things  which 
we  con  sense  from  volume  are  not  necessarily  the  things  which 
we  value'.  In  other  words,  volume  can  come  from  many  different 
things,  'it  con  come  from  external  stimulus.  It  can  come  from 
hn  unusual  opportunity, , It  can  come  from  such  a variety  of 
meaningless  things  so  that  the  volume  of  reports  is  not  going 
to  be  our  answer.  We  have  thought  we'd  get  fQOus".nds  and 
thousands  of  reports  and  out  of  these  we  will  develop  something 
that  has  pattern.  We're  now  becoming  convinced  that  only 
through  better  reports  with  equipment  or  with  a trained 
reporter  specifically  attempting  to  report  the  valuable  things 
about  these  Items  are  we  likely  to  prc6ec-j  uraterlal  that  Is 
suitable  grist  fcr  a scientific  anal/sas.  The  stuff  ve  have 
now  hasn't  enough  meat  on  its  boiies  to  Interest  scientific 
people. 


THE  PRESS:  Well,  General,  would  you  say  a qualified 

observer  wo-jld  be  the  pilot  from  New  Castle  --  I believe  his 
name  was  Lieutenant  Patterson  --  who  got  within  vbat  he 
estimated  was  two  miles  of  this  object  last  S-atui-day?  Have 
you  questioned  him? 
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MAJ'OB  GENEIRAL  SAMFORT;  He  has  no  neasurenent  that 
you  con  put  In  scientific  hands. 

P 

THE  ra^SS:  Well,  *M:her  than  his  eye  as  n pilot. 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORP:  He  says  --  if  the  quality  of 

the  observer  is  that  of  seeing  societhlng,  he  was  ,a  qualified 
observer.  If  the  q\iallty  is  measuring  something,  he  is  not  a 
qualified  observer, 

THE  PRESS:  Well,  the  reason  I’d  implied  that  he'd 
be  qualified  is  he  was  probably  concentrating  with  all  of  hia 
intensity  upon  this  object  that  he  was  pursuing.  He  must  have 
been  thinking  about  It  pretty  Intensely;  therefore,  can  probably 
give  you  some  pretty  good  information.  Have  you  questioned  him 
about  it?  • 

« 

MAJOR  GENER/J.  SAMFORP!  Yes,  He  had  motive;,  he  had 
direction;  he  had  Interest;  he  had  opportxmltyi.  But  he  had  no 
measuring  dtrvlces  to  measure  this  thing,  or  these  things  that 
need  to  hav>,  measurement  before  It  cqn  become  anything  other 
than  a sighting. 

THE  PRESS:  Well,  do  you  explain  hlS  sighting  on  the 

basis  of  this  heat  inversion  theory  t->o,  now? 

MAJOR  OEWEfb'vL  SAMFORD:  Not. .necessarily.  ..That  very  ' 

likely  is  one  tl»t  sits  apart  and  says  insufficient 'measurement, 
insufficient  assbclatlon  with  other  things,  insufficient  insuf- 
ficient association  with  other  probabilities  frr  it  to  do  any 
more  than  to  Join  that  group  of  sighting  that  we  sti?l.hold 
in  front  of  us  as  saying  no. 

THE  PRESS:  Hasn't  he  admitted  that  tb  '.'ch"-.  have 

been  a ground  light  that  he  was'  lo'^klng  at? 

MAJCR  GENERAL  SAMFORT:  I don'+-Tt-ca:i  ♦ra-  I — 

THE  IRESS:  Well,  have  yau  fo.’m'iJ  a.;;'  ■•;,r-c..o?ion  as 
a result  of  interrogating  this  plliii-.  \ 

MAJOR  'GENERAL  SAMFORP:  None  ether  than  that  this  is 

another  one  of  the  thousand  or  two  thousand  sightings. 

TIE  PRESS:  General,  this  fellow  thvat  almost  flew 

into  the  gcour.d,  did  he  go  around  a corner  r.s  if  on  a bent 
return?  VHiat  were  the  circumstances  of  that  flight? 
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* 

W.JOR  GENERAL  SAMFORP;  Bid  I get  the  Inforncitlon  of 
the  ground  lock-on  from  you,  Janes? 

CAPTAIN  J/iMBS:  Yes,  sir;  you  did. 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFOKD:  Would  you  answer  the  question? 

CAPTAIN  JAMES;  I'm  sorry  • I didn't  hear  It. 

THE  PRESS;  Bid  he  lock  on  a reflected  Image,  go 
around  the  corner,  and  go  down  to  the  ground?  Was  that  the 
pattern? 

captain’  JAMES:  Yes;  that*s  true.  That  was  the 

pattern,  and  he  did  that  three  tines  fuid  each  tine  It  led 
him  to  the  sane  point  on  the  ground. 

THE  PRESS;,  Captain,  what  about  the  nan  who  saw 
fo\a*  lights,  Saturday  night? 

CAPTAIN  JAMES;  Well,  I'll  have  to  ask  Captain 
Ruppelt  te  explain  the  lights. 

• ^ 

THE  PRESS;  General  -- 
' • 

MiUOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD':  There’S  this  difficulty. 

May  I make  this  statement?  I was  trying  to  — let’s  take 
any  one  of  these  reports  .and  pull  It  out  and  say,  "Well,  what 
Is  the  meaning  of  that  one  report? " None  of  these  things  in 
the  period  of  our  entire  experience  with  them  has  had  'iny 
validity  on  Its  own.  The  only  thing  that  we  hope  for  is  to 
find  enough  similarity  in  sequence  of  these  things  so  that 
you  con  begin  to  pull  something  out.  There  is  no  validity 
in  them  as  individual  sittings  to  mean  any  particular  thing. 

THE  PRESS:  General,  did  you  notice  In  all  of  your, 

say,  twenty  per  cent  of  the  Inoxplalhable  reports  a consistency 
as  to  color,  size,  or  speed,  estimated  speed? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORT):  None  whatsoever. 

THE  PRESS:  None  whatsoever? 

MAJOR  OSNER/\L  SAMFORD:  No. 

THE  PRESS:  Have  you  ever  tracked  the  speed  by  radar 

of  any  particular  object  that  you  c.an  explain? 
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MAJOB  GENERAL  SAMFOPl:  Thoro  have  been  i.v\ny  raijar 

reports  giving  speed. 

THE  I^ESS:  What  did  they  range  from,  sir? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORT:  They  rm  from  sero  to 

fantastic  speeds . 

• • 

THE- PRESS:  General,  how  do  you  explain  this  case, 

now?  The  CAA,  as  I understand  the  story,  after  picking  up 
these  objects  on  the  radar,  also  got  this  Capital  Airlines 
pilot  named  Plcrraan  on  their  radar  as  he  was  going  out  west 
and,  as  the  Senior  Controller  told  me,  he  said  whenever  a 
blip,  one  of  the  imidentlfled  blips,  appeared  anywhere  near 
Plerman'a  plane,  he  would  call  Plerman  on  the  radio  and  say, 
"You  have  traffic  at  two  o'clock- about  three  miles,"  and 
Plerman,  in  return,  would  look  to  the  given  range  and  bearing 
and  say,  "I  see  it.  I see  the  lightj" 

THE  PRESS:  Happy  New  Year!  (Laughter) 

THE  PRESS:  Plerman  described  it  as  a light  that 

was  zooming  and  all  such  things  and  this  was  done  not  once 
but  Barnes  told  me  he  instructed 'him  on- that  target  three 
times  and  then,  Saturday  night,  this  past  Satirday  night, 
when  they  all  saw  all  these  blips,  Barnes  vectored  at  least 
a half  dozen  airline  pilots  and  planes  Into  these  things  and 
they  all  reported  seeing  lights . 

THE  HIESS:  Many  of  them  didn't  see  them,  according 

to  Barnes , 

% 

1 

THE  JRESS:  Yes.  Many  of  them  didn't  see  them,  but 

then  some  did. 

MiUOR -(ffiNERAL  SAMFORB:  I can't  explain  that. 

THE  PRESS:  Well,  how  do  you  explain  this  directing? 

Is  that  autosuggestion  or  -- 

MAJC®  GENERAL  SAMFORT):  I can't  explain  it  at  all. 

I think  maybe  -- 

THE  IRESS:  Have  you  investigated  that  phase  of 

this  thing,  this  vectoring  the  pianos  Into  that? 

% 

M^iJQR  GEiraJRAL  SAMFQRD:  You  can  investigate,  but 

the  technique  of  Investigating  a process  of  olnd-readlng, 
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for  exaraple,  or  the  technique  of  Investigating  the  process  of 
mesmerism.  You  can  say  will  you  investigate  those  things?  I 
think  prohahly  we  know  no  more  about  mlnd-readlng  than  the 
technique  of  Investigating  that  or  the  technique  of  Investi- 
gating evidences  of  spiritualism  than  we  do  about  these  fields 
but  for  many  years  the-  field  of  spiritualism  had  these  same 
things  In  it  in  which  completely  competent  creditable  observers 
reported  Incredible  things.  I don't  mean  to  say  that  this  Is 
that  sort  of  thlngv  but  it's  an  explanation  of  an  inability  to 
explain  and  that  is  with  us,  • 

THE  roESS:  General,  I understand  that  the  wavelength 

of  the  radar  has  something  to  do  with  what  It  con  pick  up  in  the 
way  of  phenomena.  Were  these  relatively  low  or  relatively  high 
wavelength  radar? 


MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORP;  • I couldn't  say  and  I don't 
know  whether  Cap-aln  James  con  or  not,  but  I'd  like  to  have  him 
have  the  opportunity. 

* CAPTAIN  Ji^KES:  These  were  relatively  high  frequency 

or  short  wavelength.  • However,  the  same  effect  can  be  observed 
on  long  waveleng+h  equipment  with  differing  degrees, 

THE  PRESS;  You -say  very  short  wavelength? 


CAPTAIN  J/\MES;  In  this  case,  yes. 

•V  . 


THE  PRESS: 


They  wore  designed  for  different  purposes? 


MAJOR  GENERAL* SAMFORP:  Yes>  sir. 

THE  PRESS:  General,  why  has  the  Air  Force  refused 

to  disclose  the  substance  of  Captain  Mantell's  air-ground 
conversatlcms  before  he  died?  Do  you  remember  that  case? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD:  Well,  I don't  know  enotigh 

about  It  to  say  what  was  said  or  what  some  reasons  were, 

.0 

THE  IRSSS:  Well,  a popular  b^ok  made  quite  a point 

’ of  that,  that  the  Air  Force  was  holding  back  on  that  because 
It  told^he  true  nature  of  the  saucer,  that  he  had  approached 
It,  and  -- 
:■ 

MAJOR  GBNERitL  SAMFORD:  Well,  I wish  that  that  were 

true,  that  he  did  say  something  that  had  enough  substance  In 
It  for  use,  I haven't  the  slightest  idea  what  he  said. 
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THE  H\ESS:  Are  you  wlthlu^ldlng  iny  information 

about  these  so-called  -- 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD:  Are  we  now?. 

THE  PRESS;  Yes.  Is  anything  — 

MAJOR  GEKERfvL  SAMFCPDs  There  is  one  thing  that  we 
have  asked  that  our  --  some  of  our  Informers  have  asked  --  I 
don't  like  the  word  "informer"  either  --  reporters  had  asked  -- 

THE  PRESS;  We  don’t  like  that  word  either. 

M.AJ0R  GENER.\L  SAMFOTO:  I like  the  word.  Reporter 

is  all  right.  But  many  people  are  reticent  about  reporting 
these  things  if  their  names  are  mentioned  because  they  are 
frequently  looked  on  by  others  as  being  publicity  seekers  or 
maybe  people  will  avoid  them  and  go  on  the  other  side  of  the 
street  for  awhile  (laughter),  so  they  ask  us  to  not  say  who 
made  this  report  and  sometimes  information  Is  received  that 
deals  with  the  credibility  of  a reporter  saying  he's  drunk 
all  the  time  or  he  never  did  do  anything  but  lie.  (Laughter). 
Well,  those  things  we  get  are  not  revealed,  but  In  so  far  as 
the  statement  of  what  they  saw,  when  and  where  they  saw  it, 
the  measurements  that  they  took,  such  as  they  were,  we  are  not 
withholding  any  of  that  data. 

THE  PRESS:  Bow  about  your  Interpretation  of  what 

they  reported? 

MAJCR  OENERi'i  SAMFORf;  Well,  we're  trying  to  say 
as  much  as  wo  can  on  that  today  and  admit  that  the  barrier  of 
understanding  on  all  rf  this  Is  not  one  that  we  break. 

THE  IRE3S;  General,  have  you  ever  said  flatly  that 
these  are  not  machines  that  the  United  States  has  made  or  Is 
developing? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFQRl:  What  was  that? 

THE  IRBSS:  Have  you  said  this  afternoon  that  these 

are  not  machines  or  weapcais  that  the  united  Pta-les  Is  developing? 

MAJOR  GE1<’ERAL  SAMFC^T:  I would  say  that  these  that 

we  have  been  speaking  about  in  this  locality  are  definitely  not. 
However,  many  reports  that  we  have  received  and  we've  been  able 
to  correlate  and  put  In  their  place  we  have  been  able  to  do  so 
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through  association  with  an  activity  ve  bad  somewhere,  a Jet 
aircraft  line,  a missile,  certain  balloons.  We  could  say, 
well,  the  report  probably  was  associated  with  this  thing 
which  we've  done,  but  In  so  far  as  what  you  are  thinking 
about  In  this  locality  -- 

THE  PRESS:  These  are  not  missiles  or  rockets? 

MAJOB  GENERAL  SAMF0RI5:  --  there  Is  nothing. 

THE  PRESS:  Well,  General,  could  you  turn  that  over 

a little  bit?  A lot  of  people  keep  saying  that  all  this  talk 
Is  a cover-up  and  that  saucers  are  really  the  result  of  some 
experiments  the  United  States,  either  the  /ir  Force  or  Atomic 
Energy,  is  carrying  on.  Can  you  make  a flat  statement  and  say 
that  these  Unexplained  flying  saucer  manifestations  are  not 
the  result  of  any  American  weapcai  or  other  experimentation  or 
test? 


Mi  JOB  GENERAL  S/iMFORD:  I'd  say  that  those  that  we 

categorize  as  unexplained  or  unidentified  have  gone  through 
the  process  of  trying  to  associate  them  with  something  we  were 
doing  and  when  we  fall- to  associate  them  with  something  we're 
doing,  we  say  ttet  is  one  other  clue  that  ran  to  nothing.  Now, 
to  say  that  sightings  everywhere  are  --  none  of  them  could 
possibly  be  associated  with  what  the  United  States  Is  doing, 
isn't  quite  true  because  we  know  that  a particular  Jet  fighter 
has  been  flying  In  a certain  area;  somebody  has  reported  thus 
and  thus  and  thus,  and  we  get  those  two  things  together  and 
we  say  something  that  we  were  doing  caused  that  rep'^rt.  As 
General  Ramey  said  a minute  ago,  there  Is  a fair  degree  of 
probability  that  two  fighters  locked  on  each  other  and  saw 
and  received  senses . That  was  certainly  something  we  were 
doing  that  caused  those  two  reports . 

THE  PRESS:  What  I was  aiming  at  was  this  popular 

feeling  -- 


MAJCfR  GENERAL  SAMF 


Of  caystery? 


THE  PRESS:  --  of  mystery,  of  something,  that  It's 

some  very  highly  secret  new  weapon  that  we're  workln  , n:\ 
that's  causing  all  this. 


MAJOR  GEIJERiiL  SAMFORD:  We  have  nothlrr  ■*  lina  no 

mass  and  lUHitnlded jpov6r ? (Laughter) 
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THE  raE3S:  Generial,,  somebody  asked  you  before  how 

much  money  you’d  spent  on  this  Investigation  since  the  start. 
How  much  have  you  spent  on  it? 

M/iJC©  GENERAL  SAMFORP:  It’s  very  slight.  I don't 

know , . 

% 

# 

THE  IRBSS!  General,  In  connection  with  withholding 
information,  I'd  like  to  ask  General  Ramey  a question.  That  Is, 
how  many  times  have  fighter  planes  been  brought  down  over  the 
Washington  area  In  the  last  couple  of  weeks  to  investigate 
reports  of  flying  objects? 

.MAJOR  GENERAL  RAMEY:  That's  a matter  of  record  -- 

three,  I believe.  I think  two  flights  one  night  and  one  flight 
Saturday  night.  I don't  remember  the  night  the  other  two  were 
up.  I think  there  have  been  six  sorties, 

THE  IRESG:  One  flight  the  first  Saturday  night  and 

two  flights  -- 

MilJOR.  GENERAL  RAMEY:  In  this  Immediate  area,  yes. 

We  have  airplanes  that  investigate  various  reports  all  over 
the  country  or  places  where  we  have  these  fighters,  but  — 

THE  IRESS:  I thought  the  Air  Force  had  said  that 

It  couldn't  send  any  fighters  up  because  It  didn't  have  them, 

MAJOR  GEIJER/XL  RAMEY:  No.  I don't  believe  it  said 

that'. 

THE  H^ESS:  The  first  night. 

THE  IRBSS;  How  about  ' last  night,  General? 

MAJOR  OENER/iL  RAMEY:  No;  there  were  no  fighters 

up  last  night. 

THE  roESS:  Were  there  fighters  sent  In  here  from 

?few  Castle  on  both  those  Saturday  nights  In  question? 

M\JOR  GENERAL  RAMEY:  That's  right;  yes. 

THE  IRSSS:  Last  night,  was  that  because  of  lack  of 

a track?  - 

MAJOR  GENER,\L  RAMEY;  Lack  of  a track. 
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have  to  continue  in  the  problem  of  seeing  whether  the  things 
have  possibility  of  hurt  to  the  United  States,  and  our  present 
dilemma  of  lack  of  measurement  that  con  be  turned  to  analysis 
and  a complete  lack  of  pattern  In  any  of  these  things  which 
gives  any  clue  to  possible  purpose  or  possible  use,  leaves  us 
irij  SjOme  dllerama  as  to  what  we  con  d»^  about  this  retof^inlng  twenty 
per  cent  of  unidentified  phenomena. 


The  volume  of  reporting  Is  related  to  many  things. 

We  know  that  reports  of  this  kind  go  back  to  Biblical  times. 
There  have  been  flurries  of  them  In  various  centuries.  l8U6 
seems  to  have  had  a time  when  there  was  quite  a flxary  of  re- 
porting of  this  kind.  Our  current  series  of  reports  goes 
back,  generally;  to  1946  In  which  things  of  this  kind  were 
reported  in  Sweden. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  this  volume  goes  up  and 
down,  but  we  can’t  help  but  believe  that,  currently,  one  of  the 
reasons  for  volume  Is  that  man  la  doing  a groat  deal  more. 
There’s  more  man-made  activity  in  the  air  now  than  there  was, 
certainly,  in  Biblical  times  or  In  lB46.  Inaddltlon  to  that, 
our  opportunities  to  observe  have  been  enh'uiced  greatly. 


The  difficult  part' of  It,  as  far  as  adv^'inclng  the 
program  Is  concerned,  Is  that  our  ability  to  measure  doesn't 
seem  to  have  adv'inced  In  uny.  way  as  well  as  our  opportunity 
to  observe  and  the  greater  recurrence  of  more  disturbing  things 
of  this  sort  that  .are  actually  in -.easlstence  from  man-made  air 
participation  that  we  kn.ow  about. 

So  our  present  course  of  action  Is  to  continue  on  this 
problem  with  the  best  of  our. ability,  giving  to  It  the  attention 
that  we  feel  It  very  definitely  warr‘int6  In  terms  of  identifying 
adequately  the  growing  or  possible-  w disappearing.  If  It  turns 
out  to  be  that,  menace  to  the  United  States- to  give  It  adequate 
attention  but  not  frantic  attention. 


Now,  I think  with  those  opening  remarks  I could  Invite 
questions.  Question,  yes,  .sir? 

THE  PRESS:  Have  there  been  more  then  one  radar  sighting 

slnniltoneously  --  tl^t  Is,  blips  from  several  stations  all  con- 
C'3ntrating  on  the  same  area? 

MAJC®  6ENEEAL  SAMFORt:,  Tou  moan  In  the  past?. 

TEE  H?ESS:  Yes,  sir. 
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personnel 

shouldn't 


THE  PRSSs  General,  are  sightings  from  military 
made  public  generally,  or  are  they  -- 

MAJOR  GENER/iL  SAMFORD:  There’s  no  reason  why  they 

be. 


THE  PRESS:  Thank  you.  General.  Thank  you. 

. . . The  conference  was  concluded  at  p.  m.  . 
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GBK2RAL  SAMF(5^U:  Yes.  That  Is  not  an  unusufil 

nning  to  lu^ppon  to  this  aoquenae  at  all.  Phenomenon  has 
paosed  from  one  radar  to  another  and  vlth  n fair  degree  of 
certainty  that  it  vqb  the  same  phenomenon.  To  soy  that  there 
have  been  simultaneous  sightings,  the  sane  thing  by  different 
radar,  I think  that  ve  could  be  quite  sure  that  that  has 
occurred  GirauLtaneously.  Now,  when  we  talk  about  down  to  the 
split  second,  X don’t  know,  but  slmultfuieously  In  time  suf- 
ficient for  UB  to  argue  that  there  *vo  been  two  mechanical 
observations  of  the  same  thing. 


TH3  roSSSs  Enough  to  give  you  a fix  sO  that  you  can 
be  sure  that  It  is  right  in  a certain  place? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFCED;  That  la  most  rare, 

THE  PRESS;  Has  there  been  any? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  Si\MF0RD;  Most  rare.  I don’t  recall 
that  we  have  had  one  that  gives  us  that  kind  of  an  effect. 


THE  PREOS:  Could  that  be  due  to  ionized  clouds? 


.1 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD:  There  are  thou^ts  that 

ionized  clouds  do  have  soma  influence  on  this.  We  do  know 
that  the  thunderstorm  activity  Ic  quite  nicely  identifiable 
by  radar  because  ve  \;se  the  radar  for  the  purposes  of  avoiding 
thunderstorms  and  we  do  have  some  that  show  the  storm  area 
that’s  coming  -In.,  towards  principal  stations  where  protection 
is  necessary  In  terms  of  high  winds  and  thunderstorms. 

THE  IRESS:  Ht3W  much  money  would  you  say  the  Air 

Force  spends  a year  tracking  dovntheso  flying  saucer  reports? 

* 

MAJOR  GENERAL  9.4MF0RD:  Well,  the  energy  that’s  going 

into  it  at  the  present  time  is  outside  of  anything  except  the 
normal  reporting  procedures.  Most  of  our  reports  ceme  from 
individuals  or,  we  might  say,  I think,  on  the  order  of  sixty-odd 
per  cent  cornea  frora  the  civilian  population  straight  out.  I 
think  there  night  be  something  like  eight  per  cent  come  from 
civil  airlines  pilots.  You  might  find  that  another  percentage, 
in  the  order  of  twenty-five,  might  cone  from  military  pilots, 
Asdthe  effort  to  further  analyze  them  and'  profit  in  going  after 
that  in  a big  way  is  going  to  have  in  some  way  to  be  related  to 
a standard  measurement  that,  makes  this  natorUal  for  workmen  to 
work  on. 


THE  PRB’S:  General,  have  you  talked  to  yoxu*  Air 

Intelligence  Offi^ier  irtio  Is  over  at  the  National  Airport  vhen 
they  were  sighting  these  bandits  on  the  CAA  screen? 

MAJOB  GENEBAL  SAI-IFOBT:  .Yes,  sir;  I have. 

THE  IBESS:  And  have  you  talked  to  the  /\ndrews  Field 

people  who  apparently  say  the  same  thing? 

MAJOB  GENEBAL  SAMFCBP:  I haven't  talked  to  them 

myself,  but  others  have. 

THE  IBESS:  Well,  could  you  give  us  an  account  of 

what  they  did  see  and  what  explanation  you  might  attach  to  it? 

♦ 

MAJOB  GENEBAL  SAMF0RI5;  Well,  I could  discuss  pos- 
sibilities. The  ra^r  screen  has  been  picking  up  things  for 
many  years  that,  well,  birds,  a flock  of  ducks.  I know  there's 
been  one  instance  in  which  a flock  of  ducks  was  picked  up  and 
was  Intercepted  and  flown  through  as  being  an  unidentified 
phenomenon. 

THE  PBSSSj  Where  was  that.  General? 

MAJOB  GENEBAL  SAMFORP:  I don't  recall  where  It  was. 

I think  it  night  have  been  in  Japan  but  I don 't  recall  the 
location  of  that.  That's  Just  a recollection  of  where  that 
sort  of  thing  could  happen  and  I do  know  that  at  Wright  Field 
there  was  one  of  these  things  on  the  radar  --  this  was  in  195'^> 
I think  — maybe  Captain  James  would  reinforce  that.  Was  that 
in  1950? 


CAPTAIN  JAMES;  That's  correct. 

MAJOR  OENHRiL  SAMFORP:  --in  which  the  local  radar 

produced  the  effect  of  the  encircling  phenomenon  that  caused 
quite  a lot  of  concern  and  It  was  gone  out  and  Intercepted 
and  found  to  be  a certain  kind  of  ice  formation  that  was  in 
the  air  in  various  parts  of  the  atmosphere  around  Wright  Field 
on  that  day. 

,<z- 

Agaln,  there  are  theories  like  the  men  who^theory 
of  light  refractlcn  which  says  that  temperature  inversion  in 
the  atmosphere  can  cause  an  image  from  some^ere  else  to  be 
reflected  in  positi<ms  where  it  Is  not.  If  that  is  a correct 
theory,  related  to  It  is  another  oddity  with  respect  to  the 
ground  effect  that  you  get  in  radar. 
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We  have  one  Instance,  In  which  a night  fighter  with 
radar  Is  reported  to  have  locked  on,  ns  they  say,  to  an  object 
In  flight,  Vhlch,  after  he’d  followed  it  beyond  this  curve, 
found  that  he  was  locked  on  to  the  ground  and  he  had  only  a 
very  few  minutes  to  recover  because  the  gro\md  target  had 
gone  up  and  then  misplaced’ by  some  phenomena,  and  he  locked  on 
to  it  in  a position  where  he  wasn't,  but,  following  it,  he 
eventually  found  hlinself  directed  toward  the  ground. 

Now,  the  condltlpms  that  seem  Jo  produce  these 
temperature  inversions  find  possibly  the  same  kind  of  thing 
for  ground  targets  being  misplaced  in  altitude  --  I don't 
know  that  it  is  wprde^  that_they're  misplaced  in  azimuth  -- 
is  somewhat  typlchl  bfthe  kind, of  hot  hunld  weather  that  we've 
been  having  here  in  the  last  three  or  four  weeks.  There's  no 
reason  to  relate  those  phe©omena  to  those  atmospheric  condi- 
tions positively,  but  It  is  a possibility. 

Tes,'  ^Ir? 

THE  PRESS:  rid  Interceptors  go  up  on  any  of  the 

three  occasions? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD:  Here? 

• . . '■ 

THE  IREGS;  les.' 

t j _ . * . 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORP:  Yes,  sir. 

THE  PRESS:,  .What  did  they  see  on  their  radarscopes? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD;  I don't  recall  that  they 
saw  anything.  Do  you  remember,  Roger,  whether  anything  was 
sighted  on  their  'radarscopes? 

, MAJOR,  GENERAL  IV^EY ; ■ There. 'have,  been  no  radar 
sightings.  One  or  two' reported  ^inaudible) 

♦ 

THE  PRESS:  There  have,  been  no  airborne  radar 

sightings,  Geheral  Ramey?  Is  that  — 

MAJOR  GEITERAL  RAMEY:',  That's  correct. 

THE  raSSS:  ^ On  what,  did  they  report,  sightings?  , 

. MAJOR  OENEm,  SAMFORP  i Li^ts. 

* 


MAJOR  OBNEFA^,  RAMEY:  In  one  or  two  Instonees,  they 

reported  sighting  lights.  In  one  Instance,  they  reported 
locking  on  to  an  object.  It  is  pretty  clear  fron  the  discussion 
of  the  pattern  of  two  airplanes  that  went  out  that  one  of  them 
was  locked  on  to  the  other  one. 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD:  Yes. 


THE  PRESS:  General  -- 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD:  Yes,  sir? 

THE  H?B5S:  Back  to  the  ionized  cloud.  .Were  the 

blips  picked  up  recently  comparable  to  the  ionized  oloud  or 
were  they  different  in  maneuvering  or  motion? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  S/iMFORD:  Well,  you’re  talking  about 

a thunderstorm  cloud  which  is  one  that  wo  know  enough  about  so 
that  we  can  say,  "That  is  a thunderstorm."  In  the  same  way 
we  can  look  at  something  else  and  say,  "That  is  No.  So-and-so 
airplane . " 

THE  PRESS:  And  these  recent  blips  were  different? 

MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMFORD:  These  were  different. 

THE  PRESS:  General  Samford,  I understand  there  were 

radar  experts  who  saw  these  sightings  Saturday  night  or  early 
Sunday  morning.  What  was  their  interpretation  of  what  they 
saw  on  the  scope? 


returns . 


MAJOR  GENERAL  SAMF 


They  ;sald  they  saw  good 


THE  HRESS:  Which  would  indicate  that  these  were 

solid  objects  similar  to  aircraft? 

MAJOR  GENER/’iL  SAMFORD;  No,-  not  necessarily.  We 
get  good  retxims  from  birds . 

THE  PRESS:  Well,  you  wouldn’t  get  as  large  a blip 

from  a bird  as  -- 

* 

MAJOR  GENERi'Jj  SAMFORD:  No;  unless  it  was  close. 

THE  PRESS:  Did  they  report  that  these  could  have 

been  birds? 


-8- 


MAJCfR  GENERAL  SAMFORT:  No. 

THE  PRESS:  Can  youget  a good  return  from  a re- 

flected ground  target,  General? 

MAJOR  GBNER/vL  SAMF'IS^D?  I 'll  ask  Captain  Janes  — 

CAPTAIN  JAMES:  T6u  can  get  a very  large  return  from 

a reflected  ground  target . 

THE  PRESS:  Just  as  good  as  you  might  get  from  an 

object  actually  in  flight  in  the  air? 

CAPTAIN  JAMES:  Actually  thicker.  It  depends  on 

the  amewnt  df  - bending . 

THE  PRESS:  i'uid  Just  us  sharp  on  the  scope? 

• I 

CAPTAIN  JAMES;  Yes. 

THE  PRESS:  Can  you  get  a blip  from  the  (inaudible) 

created  by  tenperaturo  inversion? 


CAPTAIN 


On  the  ground  target,  yes. 


THE  PRESS:  In  other  vOrds,  something  that's  on  the 

ground  that's  reflected  off  a refracted  cloud  bank  would  throw 
off  a blip  on  the  radar  screen? 

CAPTAIN  JAMES:  Yes,  sir.  That’s  true. 


THE  PRESS:  Would  a nearby  radar  set  get  that  blip 

at  exactly  the  sane  speed?  . 


CAPTAIN  JAMES:  Not  necessarily;  no. 

4 

TEE  TRESS:  Tn  other  wards,  you  can  have  a light  and 

something  that  lacks  substance  and  material  and  still  have  a 
blip? 


CAPTAIN  JAM 


I don't  quite  underst.'ind  that  question. 


TEE  PRESS:  You  can  have  a radar  image  that's  created 

without  the  necessity  of  radar  striking  the  solid  object  or  a 
semi-solid,  such  as  a cloud?' 


CAPTAIN  J/iMES:  Well,  eventually,  it  does  have  to 

strike  an  object. 


